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LONDONDERRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November 25, 2019

The Town Council meeting was held in the Moose Hill Council Chambers, Town Hall,
268B Mammoth Road, Londonderry, NH.

Present: Chairman John Farrell; Councilor Tom Dolan, Jim Butler and Ted Combes; Town
Manager Kevin Smith; Assistant Town Manager Lisa Drabik; Executive Assistant Kirby
Brown; Absent: Vice Chairman Joe Green

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Farrell called the Town Council special meeting to order and led the Pledge of
Allegiance. This was followed by a moment of silence for all of those who serve us both
here and abroad and for the first responders in Londonderry who take good care of the
town.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Farrell introduced the Londonderry Unified Soccer team, who recently became
State Champions. Councilor Ted Combes read in a proclamation honoring the team.
Coash Ashley Tebbetts spoke and said a few words about her team and how hard they
have worked for their championship. The Council congratulated the soccer team on their
championship.

Mackenzie Presher, 5 shadow Ridge Rd, voiced her concern about how her neighborhood
is contaminated by the PFOA. Presher asked what the town is going to do to help them.
Presher stated that she is concerned that their wells are contaminated and if they are not
contaminated now, when will they be. Chairman Farrell stated that DES was here a few
Council meetings ago. Kevin Smith stated that if they are within the ground water
management zone, we can try to expiate their wells to get tested quicker. Once their wells
get tested and if they come back high, they will be supplied with bottled water. Presher
asked if the town wanted their results after their well was tested. Smith said absolutely.
Chairman Farrell stated that we need data and we won’t hold back once we have all the
results. We have to work inside the legal system and we have to put pressure to expedite
the testing of wells.
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LONDONDERRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Nancy Cooper, 29 Elwood Rd, asked if she could be kept in the loo. Smith said
absolutely.

Thomas Carter and Bart Fromuth, Freedom Energy Logistics, made a presentation to the
Council about community choice. Fromuth spoke about HB 286, which now enables the
Town Council to essentially group all of the residence together who are on Eversourse
and put them into a one point of energy contract with a third party supplier. The point of
contract comes down to the Town Council so the Council would be able to negotiate on
behalf of the residents and their accounts. It gives the ability to make sure it is a customer
friendly contract. See attached PowerPoint for information. Chairman Farrell stated that
this is something the council would be interested in, saving the residents money and give
money back. Chairman Farrell gave direction for Kevin to work with Fromuth and Carter
to put together a plan. Chairman Farrell stated that he wants to bring the Council the most
aggressive plan we can go, that the Council can go to the community with.

PUBLIC HEARING

Motion to open Public Hear made by Councilor Combes and second by Councilor Dolan.
Chair votes 4-0-0.

Chairman Farrell introduced Ordinance #2019-06, an Ordinance relative to the Zoning
Ordinance and the rezoning of map 14, lot 45A. Town Planner Colleen Mailloux
presented. Dan Gore, 8 Lane Way, presented as the applicant and is a resident of
Londonderry as well, and co-owner of Ovation Theatre Company. Gore stated that they
are not the owners of the property but they are the co-owners of Ovation Theatre
Company. Gore went over what Ovation Theatre Company is. Councilor Dolan suggested
a private partnership with the School District since they are looking to build an auditorium
as well. Councilor Dolan stated that it may be a good opportunity to solve two community
issues with one plan. There were no questions from the Council or the public regarding the
Ordinance. Motion to approve Ordinance #2019-06 made by Councilor Dolan and second
by Councilor Butler. Chair votes 4-0-0.

Motion to close Public Hearing made by Councilor Dolan and second by Councilor
Combes.
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LONDONDERRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Farrell introduced the water resource management plan, presented by Amu
Kizak, GIS Manager, and Emily Defranco from Comprehensive Environmental Inc. Kizak
stated that the town was advised to update this plan which was done in 1991. With town
staff, members from the Planning Board and Town Council, we worked with CEI to create
the plan, which you can find on the Conservation Commission page on the two website.
Defranco presented a brief overview of the plan. This is an updated of the plan which was
written in 1991. Now we have the ability to make better maps and access to bigger data
bases, which were brought into the plan. The plan was a recommendation from the 2013
Londonderry Master Plan. The goal is to provide recommendations to enhance water
resource management and protection efforts. See attached PowerPoint.

OLD BUSINESS

Town Manager Smith went over the Tax Payer Relief Act and updates on the budget.
Smith presented the Council with a draft of a potential Resolution that the Council can
adopted at a later meeting, regarding the tax payer act. Smith stated that there are three
components to this plan. The first one would be to apply one million dollars against the
tax rate for the next four years, beginning in 2020 using Undesignated Fund Balance. It
would appropriate two-hundred and fifty thousand dollars per year, beginning in calendar
year 2020 through calendar year 2024. The Fund Balance could not fall below
recommended balance during that time. The second would be that there will be no town-
wide CIP request until at least FY 2024, if necessary. The third component would be no
new full-time personnel request until FY 2023, unless they are at least 50% grant or other
outside revenue funded in year one, expulsing retirements or department reorganizations.
Chairman Farrell stated that this is going in the right direction.

NEW BUSINESS CONT.

Town Manager Smith went over elderly exemptions in the town. Smith gave all of the
surrounding communities, and what their levels are at. The elderly exemption limits
haven’t been touched since 2011. Smith asked the Council if this is something they want
to increase. Councilor Dolan stated that we have a large number of seniors in our
community and we should take a look at increasing these for them. Chairman Farrell
stated that he wants to have an active discussion about.
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Budget Committee Chair Tim Siekmann asked if the elections will be held in the high
school gym this year and if the Council would be open to having a joint meeting with the
School Board and Budget Committee. Chairman Farrell stated that all of the Councilors
are tax payers and pays for that gym and the school holds their elections there to.
Chairman Farrell stated that the Council has always been open to that and has suggested it
with no response from the School Board. Chairman Farrell said there have been emails
requesting that the Chair of the School Board meeting with a member of the Council as
well. Everything has been requested in writing with no response. Chairman Farrell stated
that the Council is and has tried.

Town Manager Smith reminded the residents that the first budget Public Hearing is
Monday, December 9™,

Chairman Farrell took a motion to accept Ordinance #2019-07, Ordinance #2019-08,
Resolution #2019-09, and Resolution #2019-10 and waive the first reading for all four. All
four are scheduled to Public Hearings at the next Town Council meeting on December 9™.
Motion to approve and waive first readings made by Councilor Dolan and second by
Councilor Butler. Chair votes 4-0-0.

Chairman Farrell introduced Order #2019-26, an Order relative to the expenditure of
Maintenance Trust Funds for various projects, presented by Steve Cotton. Cotton stated
that this is to replace the fifteen year old ice machine at North Fire Station that it is beyond
repair. It is an ice machine used for all departments. Motion to approve Order #2019-26
made by Councilor Dolan and second by Councilor Combes. Chair votes 4-0-0.

Chairman Farrell went over community communication options going forward and how
we can best communicate with residents so that they are aware of all that is going on.
Chairman Farrell suggested working with a member of the School Department and work
together so that we can vet all of the e-mail and find out what works and what doesn’t
work so we can work together to communicate with the community.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve Town Council minutes from November 7, 2019 made by Councilor
Dolan and second by Councilor Combes. Chair votes 4-0-0.
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LONDONDERRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

148 BOARD/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
149

150 NONE

151

152 ADJOURNMENT

153

154  Motion to adjourn made by Councilor Dolan and seconded by Councilor Combes. Chair
155  votes 4-0-0.

156
157  Notes and Tapes by:  Kirby Brown Date: 11/25/2019
158  Minutes Typed by: Kirby Brown Date: 12/04/2019

159  Approved by: Town Council Date: 12/09/2019
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